Kretschmann Farm                                                                                          Aug. 24, 2004

257 Zeigler Rd.       kmann2@earthlink.net                  Website: www.home.earthlink.net/~kmann2
Rochester, PA 15074     724-452-7189

Greetings from the Kretschmanns,
   Becky and I have been selected to attend a conference in October--Terra Madre in Turin, Italy, the first ever meeting of the sustainable food community worldwide.  This unprecedented event will bring together 5000 producers from around the world to share, learn, and provoke thought on the pressing issues relating to the sustainability of our food system.  We are excited to attend especially because we have increasingly come to believe that in order ever to be able to solve worldwide problems ranging from resource depletion, to pollution and equal opportunity, humankind needs to learn to cooperate with one another. And the agenda reads like a playbook for cooperation:  “spark dialogue”, “cultural exchange”, “share”, “cross-pollination”…

   We will share the relationship we have with you whenever we have the opportunity to do so.  It speaks volumes about cooperation that you, as consumers support us in a way which makes our farm truly sustainable.  If you have any thoughts on aspects of issues related to sustainability, please forward them, so we can relay this input to other conferees. 

   It’s been another pretty wet week--not a lot we can do about it.  Tomatoes continue to be our biggest disappointment.  They had grown so well all season.  With plenty of moisture, they were the biggest plants we’d ever seen.  But that also meant more shading--which when coupled with the cool temperatures—meant much delayed ripening.  Who would have thought that in mid-August when we were beginning to pick, we’d tie them one more time to be able to walk in the rows!  The weight of the plants and fruit was too much for the stakes in soggy ground and several rows began to fall over late last week.
   But we did replant the early spinach field to cucumbers and two plantings of green beans.  The cucs look pretty good, and we are hopeful the beans will recover after the deer ate the first planting down pretty well.

   Hoping you enjoy the week’s harvest, we are, sincerely,    
             The Kretschmann Crew
Please: Do not redistribute your unwanted items to others, nor take or exchange items from others’ boxes.  Especially don’t leave undesired items for the host to clean up.  If you don’t want them, you should dispose of them, not expect the host to do so.  
*Several of our young helpers (Bryan, Bruce, Sean, Scott& Steven)  are in a local 4-H Club and have raised hogs (with a lot of TLC, we hear).  They will auction these off on Sept. 2 at Big Knob.  If you would be interested in all or part of any of these animals, contact the boys or mother, Darla, at 724-452-0849.
Special Order Items:  Blueberries 12 pt. Flat--$38,  Potatoes--$20 ½ bu.,  Beets--$10 half-Bushel.  Cabbage $25 per 45#box. Carrots--$25/half bushel, Basil @ @10/half bushel. Peppers--$15/bushel.  E-mailing note works well.  You can pay after you get these, or wait, and it will be added into your “bill”. 
