Question from a Subscriber        

   There was a Post Gazette article a month or so ago which we thought had led people to think (and maybe you are one) that we were not growing organically when in fact we've always grown organically on our farm—30+ years.  We’ve been certified organic for about as long as there’s been certification—since 1989.  
   We grow the vast majority of what we provide to you in your weekly boxes. And we are very careful about what we buy from other local growers.   
   There are just a few things we provide which are not organic and we always mention when and why.  We usually mention the week prior and ask that if you'd not like to get the item, contact us and we'll substitute.  We don't grow any sweet corn.  Since we are surrounded by woods, we've given up fighting the deer for it.  We have a neighbor who is very conscientious and specializes in growing sweet corn. Strawberries are another thing we don't grow any longer. Since they are so popular and there's really so few things available in that season, we buy them.  We get as many organic ones as we can find locally (really, there’s only one commercial grower) and supplement with ones grown by some other non-organic Amish growers nearby.  We encourage them to grow organically and often, other than the fact that they aren't certified, they are actually grown organically.  We've been working with one family and now have a bit of history with them.  They can count on selling them and so feel they can afford the greater risk of non-chemical production because they have no risk marketing them.  (Your subscription commitment allows this all to occur!)
    This year, we have engaged our sweet corn growing neighbor to transition some of his fields to organic and grow part of our green beans.  We never seem to have enough beans and he has flat land on which we can operate our newly acquired mechanical bean picker.  It's exciting to see him interested in moving in the organic direction and he's consulted a bunch of times this spring on what he can do to solve some weed and fertility problems organically.  So there will be some pickings of beans this year not organically grown, but they will be grown on “transitional” ground.  
   As we've seen our business grow, rather than limit that growth, we've tried to engage other farmers in our vicinity.   This benefits them and the local agricultural economy.  It also benefits our customers because we can add items which we never or rarely grew.  This also creates a much more stable situation because if we have a poor crop, other farmers  might be having a good one. Organic items which we've been able to add regularly to our lineup are blueberries, melons, and winter squash.  Potatoes and kale are occasionally purchased to fill in production gaps.  However about 90% of what we provide is still grown right here on our farm.  
--Don Kretschmann
